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Dedicated to Admiral William Henry Smyth (1788–1865). He pursued a
long career with the Royal Navy, earning the rank of Vice Admiral after his
retirement in 1846. In 1825, he established a private observatory in Bedford,
England, equipped with a 5.9-inch refractor (upper right), where he vigorously
made astronomical observations for the next 14 years. He published his
observing notes in 1844 in Cycle of Celestial Objects and its most famous sec-
ond volume, The Bedford Catalogue. In addition to his astronomical work,
Smyth studied, translated, and published works on diverse topics including
naval history, antiquarian artifacts, numismatics, geography, and travel. His
obituary in the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society observed: “As
President of the Astronomical Club, he was always genial & courteous, ever
keeping things in happy order, and by his ready wit and flow of humour com-
pelling the maintenance of good fellowship.” Portrait credit Smyth’s obituary
in the Illustrated London News, 1865; telescope image is from A Handbook of
Descriptive and Practical Astronomy Volume 2 (1892), by George Chambers.


