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Star cluster R136 in the Tarantula Nebula in the Large 

Magellanic Cloud, imaged with Hubble. 
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The Bubble Nebula, NGC 7635, gas expanding around a 

massive star. The object is 7 light-years across, and is imaged 

here with Hubble. 
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A pair of spiral galaxies, NGC 4302 and 4298, both about 55 

million light-years away and imaged with the Hubble Space 

Telescope. 
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A cluster of galaxies 10 billion light-years from Earth, with 

500 trillion times the mass of our Sun. Hot gas in the middle, 

imaged with the Chandra X-ray Observatory, shows as blue-

white overlaying Hubble’s visible-light image in green and 

the Spitzer Space Telescope’s image in red. 
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An all-sky map made with the European Space Agency’s Planck spacecraft, which was also used to map the cosmic background 

radiation. The image is a composite of magnetic-field, atomic “free-free,” dust, and carbon-monoxide components. 
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A gravitationally lensed embryonic galaxy, only half a billion years after the big bang. It is only 1% the mass of our Milky Way 

Galaxy, and is revealing an early stage of galaxy formation. The lensing smeared it into an arc; other galaxies about that far 

away and far back in time appear only as reddish dots. The image was taken with the Hubble Space Telescope. 
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